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New Titles for Children and Young People
Abdul, Raoul. Famous Black Entertainers of Today; illus. with photographs. Dodd, 1974.
159p. $4.50.
Eighteen sketches of the careers of musicians, theatrical people, dancers, come-
R dians, film people, etc. are included in this representation of some of the leading
6-9 black figures of the entertainment world. A few of the sketches are written by Abdul,
most are based on interviews and appear in the form of dialogue; they are prefaced by
a paragraph of background information. While many of the conversations touch on
the problems of the black artist, the book as a whole should be of major interest
because it reflects the struggles of all creative people and, of course, because of the
special glamor of the performing arts. Some of the stars included are Alvin Ailey,
Martina Arroyo, Aretha Franklin, Ron O'Neal, Diana Ross, Cicely Tyson, and Flip
Wilson. The book would be fractionally more useful were the subjects identified by
profession in the table of contents.
Ames, Lee J. Draw 50 Animals. Doubleday, 1974. 50p. illus. $5.95.
Save for a preface addressed to children and another "To the Parent or Teacher,"
M this compilation of drawings is without text and unpaged, with no index or table of
4-5 contents. Each page shows a series of superimposed sketches: an oval, the same oval
with two extensions, the oval-plus-extensions with other lines added, and so on until
there is a drawing of a rapacious bird. On the next page, a parakeet; at times animal
forms seem to be grouped, at others the sequence may run penguin-stag-monkey-
seal-elephant-bison-turkey. On each page there are six drawings. The pictures are
meant to be copied, but even with that purpose they seem inadequate, since the
difference between drawings three and four may entail several not uncomplicated
additions. This is very much like the series of books by Arthur Zaidenberg, mini-
mally useful in giving some suggestions but no spur to creativity and no substitute for
art lessons.
Ault, Roz, comp. Kids Are Natural Cooks; prepared by the Parents' Nursery School; illus.
by Lady McCrady. Houghton, 1974. 128p. Trade ed. $5.95; Spiral-bound, $3.95.
Based on the work (and fun) of a nursery school project, this is a cookbook that
R can be used by independent readers or can be used by adults working with young
4- children. The recipes are sensibly grouped by seasons, using ingredients when they
are plentiful and suiting the cooking to the weather-especially useful if the book is
used for group projects. The instructions are firm but informal, and the recipes use
natural foods; cooks are encouraged to be creative. A set of "Guidelines for
Teachers and Parents" gives suggestions for making cooking enjoyable and informa-
tive, for equipment and safety measures, and for substituting ingredients.
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Babbitt, Natalie. The Devil's Storybook; stories and pictures by Natalie Babbitt. Farrar,
1974. 101p. $4.95.
Ten short stories about a middle-aged, vain, and rather paunchy devil are imagina-
R tive, varied, and engagingly illustrated. There's some variation in the solidity of the
4-6 plots, but the quiet humor and vitality of the writing style are ubiquitous. In one story
the Devil meets his match, a cantankerous goat; in another he tries in vain to send
two citizens of Hell, former thieves, to steal a heavenly harp, and in one of the more
sophisticated tales, "Perfection," he finds a devilish solution for his annoyance with
a human being who is always sweet, calm, and understanding.
Bernstein, Margery. Coyote Goes Hunting for Fire; A California Indian Myth; retold by
Margery Bernstein and Janet Kobrin; illus. by Ed Heffernan. Scribner, 1974. 40p.
$4.95.
Cartoon-style drawings are humorous but seem inappropriate for the folktale
Ad which has been adapted for young independent readers. "A long time ago there was
2-3 no fire in the world," the story begins, and goes on to describe the efforts of the
animals to steal fire, a bird having said fire had been seen to the south. (But there is
"no fire in the world"?) Coyote is not invited, but tags along; since his plans have
never worked, the others prefer to go it alone. When the fire is stolen and Coyote
asks to have a turn carrying it, he drops the burning stick and starts a grass fire. His
fumbling almost wrecks the ensuing rescue operation, but Coyote is convinced that if
he had been in charge they would not have lost the fire. Simply written but bland, the
story ends weakly; its modicum of humor is in the situation rather than in the
telling-but the combination of animals and near-disaster is nicely calculated for the
primary grades audience.
Bierhorst, John, ad. Songs of the Chippewa; ad. from the collections of Frances Densmore
and Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, and arranged for piano and guitar by John Bierhorst:
pictures by Joe Servello. Farrar, 1974. 47p. $6.95.
Dramatic illustrations face each page of music in a collection of songs based on
R those gathered in the nineteenth and early twentieth century by Henry Rowe School-
4- craft and Frances Densmore. The words are given in English or, if in the original, a
translation is provided; the notation is given for the melodic line with simple chords
for piano or guitar accompaniment. The songs are simple and dignified, often tender,
always aware of-and responsive to-the beauty of nature and the powers of the
spirits. Notes on sources are appended to this interesting addition to any collection of
music for children.
Bond, Michael. Paddington Takes to TV; illus. by Ivor Wood. Houghton, 1974. 124p. $4.95.
The engaging protagonist of other episodic tales of domestic adventure, Padding-
Ad ton here becomes embroiled in several incidents connected with the "Blue Peter"
4-6 program on BBC Television. While the personality of Paddington, a Peruvian bear
who lives with a London family, is still charming, and the style of both the text and
the illustrations has a blithe quality, this volume's incidents seem constrained by
the effort to bring in details about the program, an actual program with which the
author has been associated. Paddington participates in a baking contest (the stove is
inside his cake frosting), he investigates a robbery (misunderstanding program per-
sonnel when they say they have lost pounds) and finds himself being pummelled at a
health center, etc. And always, of course, he emerges none the worse for wear. The
illustrations are attractive but lack the marvelous economy of line achieved by Peggy
Fortnum, illustrator of previous Paddington stories.
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Budbill, David. Christmas Tree Farm; illus. by Donald Carrick. Macmillan, 1974. 28p. $5.95.
Although in narrative form, this is more an informational book than a story; it
Ad describes the planting of seedlings, pruning and fertilizing the young trees, and the
K-2 various steps in the harvesting and bundling of mature trees for the Christmas mar-
ket. The locale is Vermont, and the soft, bright colors of the illustrations show the
beauty of the countryside. Adequately written, with just enough detail for a young
audience, but the book is not strengthened by the occasional references to Marcel,
the owner of the tree farm, since the facts that he tells stories during the lunch break,
tags the trees that are to be cut, and brings home a tree for himself are not really
pertinent.
Conford, Ellen. Me and the Terrible Two; illus. by Charles Carroll. Little, 1974. 117p. $4.95.
Dorrie didn't like the twin boys who had moved in next door, but then she wasn't
R prepared to like anyone who lived in Marlene's house. Marlene, her best friend, had
4-6 moved to Australia. Dorrie was even less pleased when one of the two, Haskell,
turned up in her classroom; in fact, it was war to the death. But somehow, working
on a committee project, Haskell began to seem human, and when Dorrie was ill and
none of the girls would come to see her, it was the twins who came with a gift,
cheerfully assuring Dorrie's mother that they had had every disease known to man.
Dorrie had best friends, after all. The book isn't strong on plot, but it doesn't need to
be; it moves along at a good clip, the characters firmly drawn, the dialogue natural
and often funny, and the committee project and classroom scenes entertaining.
Cook, Fred J. The Pinkertons. Doubleday, 1974. 183p. $4.95.
A Scottish Chartist, Allan Pinkerton came to the United States and established a
Ad cooperage but was drawn into detective work after he had helped a local sheriff catch
6-9 a counterfeiter. With no federal law enforcement agency in existence at the time
(1847) Pinkerton's newly-founded detective agency flourished, its success due in part
to Pinkerton's intelligent persistence, in part to the intricate and efficient organi-
zation he built of records and operatives. Not all his company's work was successful,
and he was condemned by many for his anti-labor work, but his was a pioneer
organization, and the record of his best known cases is covered here, as is the history
of the Pinkerton agency after his death. Much of it is dramatic, of course, but the
edge is dulled by the stolid writing style. A relative index is appended.
Curry, Jane Louise. The Lost Farm; illus. by Charles Robinson. Atheneum, 1974. 13 7p.
$5.25.
A sequel to Mindy's Mysterious Miniature (reviewed in the March, 1971 issue) in
Ad which the malevolent Professor Lilliput has reduced a whole village to doll-house
4-6 size. Here the professor is on tour when his miniatures are seen by young Pete
MacCubbin, who is startled when a five-inch-high girl named Samantha addresses
him. The year is 1922, Pete lives with his grandmother and father, and they are
victims of the Professor when he takes revenge on Pete's father for stealing his
watch. Their farm is reduced to miniature size, and is lost. Years go by, Granny and
Paw die, Pete lives alone as a tiny mannikin whose existence is forgotten, and he
copes in Robinson Crusoe style. Rescue (and romance) come when Pete is elderly,
and he regains his normal size at "Found Again Farm." The concept is still intrigu-
ing, and the writing style is capable, but the book lacks pace, since the long period of
years in which Pete is lost to the world consists of a series of incidents in which he
copes with the exigencies of the situation and which are broken only by some feeble
attempts at escape, first with Granny and then alone.
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Cutler, Katherine N. Crafts for Christmas; by Katherine N. Cutler and Kate Cutler Bogle;
illus. by Jacqueline Adato. Lothrop, 1974. 95p. Trade ed. $5.50; Library ed. $4.81
net.
The usual assortment of holiday craft projects: gifts, functional or ornamental
Ad decorations, and recipes. This has less diversity than Meyer's Christmas Crafts
5- (reviewed in the November, 1974 issue) but makes more use of "found" objects such
as shells and pine cones; in general the projects are simple. There is enough diver-
sity, however, to give the hobbyist a choice of techniques and materials, and the
instructions are clear. The pages are clean and spacious, the illustrations adequate;
an index is appended.
Deiss, Joseph Jay. The Town of Hercules; A Buried Treasure Trove. Houghton, 1974. 183p.
illus. $5.95.
Author of an adult book, Herculaneum, published in 1966, Deiss lived for four
R years in that ancient city. His text is as much about the people who lived there (some
5-8 real characters, some imagined) as about the sophistication and beauty of the ar-
chitecture, the artifacts, and the art. Discussion of particular buildings includes facts
about their function: for example, a description of the baths or the amphitheater is
given added interest by a description of bathing customs or the drama of the period.
The book is profusely illustrated with photographs of sites and objects, with full
captions. There is in the writing style an occasional but infrequent evidence of
writing down to younger readers, but this is a minor flaw in a book with so fascinating
a subject written by one with such familiarity and enthusiasm as Deiss has.
De Roo, Anne. Cinnamon and Nutmeg. Nelson, 1974. 191p. $5.95.
Set in New Zealand, a rural story in which a child's loving care of pet animals is
R the predominant note. Although the book suffers slightly from a plethora of charac-
4-6 ters, it has a sturdy plot and an appealing theme, good dialogue, and a brisk pace.
Tessa is the younger daughter of a New Zealand farmer; her sister is rather prim and
Tessa revels in being her father's helper. She's a bit jealous of a newly-born brother
and turns all the more eagerly to a lost calf and a kid she finds; knowing her father
won't let her keep Cinnamon and Nutmeg, she hides them in an abandoned house but
worries about who the real owner of the calf is, since the animal is clearly of superior
stock. Tessa's honesty in looking for a possible owner involves her in the uncovering
of dishonesty on the part of a neighboring farmer and in the reunion between another
neighbor and an aunt who had been engaged in their youth. Although there's a pat
all-threads-tied note to the ending, it is satisfying and logical.
Downs, Fred. Hank Aaron 715; ed. by Pat Reshen; Photos by UPI. Arco, 1974. 64p. $4.95.
Action photographs and full statistical tables of the records of Hank Aaron and
M Babe Ruth are assets in a book that is not a full biography but a review of the careers
6- of Aaron and-with less coverage-Ruth. The text is printed in three columns,
visually distracting, and the headings for chapters (which have the shape of articles)
are in inch-high red letters. The writing is effusive, the format flashy, but the text and
tables give useful information.
Eberle, Irmengarde. Penguins Live Here. Doubleday, 1974. 36 p. illus. $4.95.
A description of the migration, mating, and nesting patterns of the Adelie penguin
Ad is written in direct prose, and includes background material about the penguin's
3-5 adjustment to its environment and about man's discovery of the penguin during
exploration of the antarctic continent. The continuous text focuses on the behavior
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of a single pair of birds but the narrative is interrupted occasionally by material that
shifts the focus and might better have been used at the beginning or the end of the
book. Photographs are adequate, but neither they nor the text gives as much informa-
tive detail as does David Thompson's The Penguin: Its Life Cycle, which also has an
index.
Farber, Norma. Where's Gomer? illus. by William Pene du Bois. Dutton, 1974. 26p. $6.95.
A happy romp to all readers as they follow the distrait ponderings and apprehen-
R sions of the crew of the Ark, for Gomer son of Japheth son of Noah is missing at
K-3 embarkation time. "O tempest and flood! 0 watery ways/ of dismal darks and deso-
late grays!/ O deluge! O umpteen nights and days/ without Gomer!" His mother has
been weeping into the stew, his father peering from the prow, and the animals have
been remembering their not-always-amicable encounters with the boy. The ending is
satisfying and mildly surprising, the poetry has bounce and humor, and the
illustrations-showing all hands in nautical dress-are lovely and funny and just
right.
Finlayson, Ann. House Cat; illus. by Harold Berson. Warne, 1974. 48p. $4.50.
An only child, Barbie is lonely. She has friends in her second grade classroom, but
Ad her parents' dairy farm is a mile from the next school bus stop. So when she finds a
2-3 kitten, Barbie pleads to have it as a pet although she knows her mother is allergic to
cats. Mother is kind but firm; the cat just as firmly shows that she doesn't want to join
the barn cats, and keeps trying to get into the house. Barbie sleeps out in the tool
shed with her pet until the weather grows too severe, then her parents announce that
they are going to build the long-discussed garage and that the cat can be a house-cat.
Almost. There isn't much action to the story, but it is pleasantly filled with realistic
everyday activities, it gives some information about a dairy farm painlessly, and it
has good parent-child relationships.
Fitzgerald, John D. The Return of the Great Brain; illus. by Mercer Mayer. Dial, 1974. 150p.
Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.47 net.
Like earlier books about the Great Brain, Tom Fitzgerald, this is a series of
R anecdotes told by his younger brother. Tom, whose avarice and cunning had caused
4-6 him to be put on probation by a jury of his peers in The Great Brain Reforms, is
finding it hard to play his usual con games on his friends (and his brother) without
backsliding, but he manages nicely to keep just this side of swindling: he also contrib-
utes to the solution of a crime. His only failure: trying to cure a friend of a severe
case of first love. Lively, funny, warm, and perceptive, this is both a good period
piece and a timeless picture of boyhood.
Fleischman, Sid. The Ghost on Saturday Night; illus. by Eric Von Schmidt. Little, 1974. 57p.
$3.95.
A blithe and tallish tale is set in a west coast town at some time in the past and told
R by ten-year-old Opie, whose efforts to earn enough money for a saddle were spurred
3-5 by Aunt Etta's promise that if he could get one she would buy him a horse. When
Opie earned a ticket to Professor Pepper's ghost-raising, he never expected to have
an adventure, rescue money stolen from the town bank, and get a saddle. In part this
is due to Opie's quick thinking, in part to Aunt Etta's stout common sense. The style
is admirable: light, breezy, convincingly that of a child of ten; the author deftly puts
into a quite short story just the right balance of action, humor, and quick characteri-
zation.
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Fox, Michael. Sundance Coyote; illus. by Dee Gates. Coward, 1974. 93p. $4.95.
The description of an animal's life from birth to mating is a familiar device in
R informational books; few authors write with the sure knowledge (and with an unsen-
5-7 timental sympathy) of Michael Fox, a psychologist specializing in animal behavior.
His coyote is given a name but there is otherwise no anthropomorphism, and the
narrative form is used with skill as Dr. Fox describes the early training of coyote
cubs, their social behavior, coping with predators-including man-and their mating
patterns. The text is sprinkled with minor errors ("Countless insects, such as desert
plants .. .", "Smaller predators ... prayed on insects .. .", "The teeth of the trap
... sunk deep into his ankle.") but they affect neither accuracy nor mood of the
writing.
Glovach, Linda. The Little Witch's Christmas Book. Prentice-Hall, 1974. 48p. illus. $4.95.
Despite the catalog of Do's and Dont's (the little witch helps set the table for her
R mother and straighten the house for her father ... the little witch puts safety first at
3-5 Christmas time ... the little witch gives herself plenty of time to make all her cards
. .") this make-and-do book has a merry air as it describes gift projects, games,
recipes, and decorations for the Christmas season. Almost everything is simple to
make or do, and most of the ingredients for foods or materials for projects are easy to
find or inexpensive. Not a better project book than Meyer's Christmas Crafts (re-
viewed in the November, 1974 issue) or Cutler's and Bogle's Crafts for Christmas
(see above) and not as attractively illustrated as either, this has, for younger children,
the double advantages of greater variety and a breezy style.
Gordon, Ethel Edison. The Birdwatcher. McKay, 1974. 248p. $6.95.
A Gothic mystery is set in Scotland, where Lisette has come from New York to
M visit her cousin Irene, whose letters indicate a mysterious unhappiness and strain.
8- Lisette is recovering from a recent bereavement and is also upset because she has
been quizzed about the disappearance of a valuable document. She meets a charming
man en route who is to be the second guest at the home of Irene and her millionaire
husband. Irene tells Lisette that her husband has never forgiven her for one brief
extramarital affair, and the husband seems rigid and harsh. The double plot threads
(missing document and ruptured marriage) are woven together by a series of danger-
ous encounters and revelations; for readers of the genre it will be satisfyingly familiar
to learn that the charming young man who has acted as Lisette's confidant proves to
be the villain, and the harsh husband a long-suffering man who has hidden the fact
that cousin Irene is a drug addict. Lisette and the husband reveal that they are in love
after the other house guest has killed Irene. Although the structure is hackneyed, the
story has some value: the writing style is adequate, the tempo is maintained, and the
sense of suspense and danger is created with skill.
Gugliotta, Bobette. Katzimo, Mysterious Mesa; illus. by Lorence F. Bjorklund. Dodd, 1974.
223p. $4.50.
Carl's mother had told him about her family and their home in New Mexico, but
Ad not until he was thirteen did he meet his kin-and not all of them accepted him. For
5-7 his mother, a Queres Indian, had married a Jew. (The story is based on fact; Carl's
father had operated a trading post and had been chosen governor of the Acoma
community there.) While the cultural conflict is Indian-Anglo rather than Indian-
Jewish, it is a very real antagonism that Carl finds in his cousin Horace; only at the
close of the book are the two united by their determination to climb Katzimo, the
steep mesa near Acoma. The book gives interesting details about the daily life and
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the ceremonial practices of the pueblo, but it is weakened by the writing style, which
is often marked by poor syntax and by the irritating and unnatural use of two lan-
guages in conversation: "Qua-tzi, how are you?", "Qua-tzi tawa, I'm well . ." or
"Hijo mio, my son..."
Hamilton, Virginia. M. C. Higgins, the Great. Macmillan, 1974. 278p. $6.95.
Thirteen-year-old M. C. helps take care of the younger children while his parents
R work, steals off to play when he can with Ben, whose "witchy" family are pariahs,
6-8 and sits in splendor atop the forty foot pole he has set up so that he can survey his
domain, the mountain that his family owns. M. C. dreams of getting his family away
from the danger of the slow-moving spoil heap (left from strip mining) that threatens
their home, dreams that the folklorist who visits them will offer Mama a fortune to
leave and become a recording star. His initiative is awakened by another wanderer, a
girl who comes from "outside" and helps M. C. realize that he can take the initiative,
that one helps mold his own fate. The characterization, the creation of setting, the
establishment of mood, and the writing style are all superb; Virginia Hamilton has
never written more beautifully. Her style is both intricate and graceful, with nuances
of meaning that more mature readers may appreciate, but which are not essential for
the average reader's comprehension.
Haskins, James. Adam Clayton Powell; Portrait of a Marching Black. Dial, 1974. 74p. illus.
$5.95.
As interesting as a facet of black history in the United States as it is as a biography,
R this is based in part upon the reminiscences of Powell's friends and relatives, of
7- whom brief sketches are given at the back of the book. It is therefore understandable
that the writing often has a note of reverence and always a tone of affection for the
black leader who came to be a controversial public figure. The material is carefully
organized and is written in a vigorous style, with many quotations from Powell or
others. An index and Powell's legislative record are appended.
Hieatt, Constance, ad. The Minstrel Knight; retold by Constance Hieatt; illus. by James
Barkley. T. Y. Crowell, 1974. 99p. $5.95.
A version of the story of Orpheus blends elements of previous variants, and the
R author, a medieval scholar, adds some embellishments of her own-and in her
5-7 flowing, grave style the legend gains a ster reality that is a firm base for the magic
and the romance of the tale. The illustrations echo both elements; they are intricate
and delicate in detail but strong-at times stark-in composition. Sir Orfeo, visiting
at Camelot and charming the court with his minstrelsy, is called home by his loyal
follower because a wicked steward has seized power and imprisoned the lady Etain,
Orfeo's wife. The steward is sent away and is killed by the Wild Hunt of the Faerie
Folk. No "little people," these, but a band ruled by the cruel fairy king who captures
Etain, rescued by Orfeo after a long search. Orfeo's harping is a major part of the
tale: this is how he gains Etain, this is how he wins her back from Midir; and it is by
his harp that his people know him when he returns, a ragged minstrel, to test their
devotion.
Hilton, Suzanne. Beat It, Burn It, and Drown It. Westminster, 1974. 123p. illus. $5.95.
This may not be read with bated breath, but for broad coverage that's up-to-date,
R it's a book that passes all tests. It's all about the testing of products: testing for
6-10 flammability, for resistance to shocks by pressure and contact, for safety, for per-
formance, for taste, for olfactory pleasure, et cetera. Each chapter describes a differ-
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ent kind of testing; much of the book's information can be useful to the reader, all of
it is interesting. Crisply written and well-organized, with clear photographs and a full
relative index.
Hoberman, Mary Ann. Nuts to You & Nuts to Me; illus. by Ronni Solbert. Knopf, 1974. 26p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $5.59 net.
Short poems that have a lilting breeziness are illustrated by lively pictures (unfor-
R tunately printed in rather flat colors) that capture the mood of the writing. Sample:
3-6 "Balloons to blow/ Balloons to burst/ The blowing's best/ The bursting's worst!" or
yrs. "Pockets hold things/ Pockets hide things/ Special private dark inside things/ Pock-
ets save things/ Pockets keep things/ Secret silent way down deep things." Visually,
there is no emphasis on the letters of the alphabet, but the reader-aloud can stress
them, and the poems are child-centered, pleasant to read aloud, and eminently
memorizable.
Jenness, Aylette. Along the Niger River; An African Way of Life; text and photographs by
Aylette Jenness. T. Y. Crowell, 1974. 135p. $6.95.
A superb photographic documentary about the peoples living in the savanna lands
R along the Niger as it flows through northern Nigeria. The author lived in Nigeria for
5- several years, so that her text has the vitality and color given by personal observa-
tion, but this is not just a travelogue: the book is sympathetic, thoughtful, and
objective. Well-written, well-organized, and informative, it gives historical back-
ground for a discussion of the life styles of tribes that are fishers or herders or farmers
or town dwellers, commenting perceptively on cultural integration, mores, and pat-
terns of individual and group life. A bibliography and a relative index are appended.
Johnston, Tony. Mole and Troll Trim the Tree; pictures by Wallace Tripp. Putnam, 1974.
30p. $5.95.
Perky illustrations in black, white, red, and green add vivacity to a story that can,
Ad because of short sentences and large print, be used for primary grades independent
2-3 readers and that can, because of the combined appeals of animal and magic charac-
ters, a Christmas setting, and a familiar situation, be used also for reading aloud to
younger children. Close friends, Mole and Troll decide to have a tree together rather
than each trimming his own; their differences of opinion about decoration lead to
fighting, but they both feel rueful, patch up the quarrel, and take their jointly-trimmed
tree outdoors for other trolls and animals to admire. Everybody agrees that it's the
prettiest tree they've ever seen. Well, at least it has the most things on it. Not a
highly original plot, but an amicable tale.
Klein, Aaron E. The Electron Microscope; A Tool of Discovery. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 86p.
illus. $4.72.
A survey of the earliest microscopes and a description of the principle on which
R the light microscope functions serve as background for a discussion of the electron
8- microscope. Klein describes its structure and use, the preparation of specimens, the
improvements that have been made in the electron microscope since it was first
invented, and other kinds of tools such as the microtome and the scanning electron
microscope. A brief final chapter comments on the sorts of information obtainable
from the use of the electron microscope. The photographs of nuclei, strands of
DNA, or magnifications of familiar substances are fascinating; a picture-essay on
electron microscope techniques is informative although some of the processes would
be clearer in magnified pictures. The pages are solid with crowded type, and the text
is serious and scientific, so that the reader with no scientific background has a double
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handicap, but the writing is impeccably clear and authoritative. A brief bibliography
of adult books and an index are appended.
Kraus, Robert. Herman the Helper; pictures by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey.
Windmill/Dutton, 1974. 29p. $5.95.
An oversize book affords the artists opportunity for pages splashed with vividly
Ad colored underwater scenes in which real and imaginary marine creatures are fanci-
3-5 fully pictured. Herman is a wee green octopus (as engaging as it is possible for an
yrs. octopus to be) who spends all his time helping family members and friends in any way
he can; when it's time to go home and eat mashed potatoes, Herman sturdily refuses
his father's help and announces he will help himself. The book is light of plot, but it's
pervaded by an amicable feeling, it has an appealing protagonist, and the illustrations
are charming.
Loebl, Suzanne. Conception, Contraception: A New Look. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 147p. illus.
Trade ed. $6.95; Library ed. $6.84 net.
If the world's population growth continues at its present rate, each person in the
R world will have a square foot of dry land in which to live 600 years hence. Briefly
8- reviewing the problems of energy sources, food supplies, and the psychological
effects of crowding, the author moves into a discussion of the history of the birth
control movement and of the methods of contraception that are practiced today. The
text discusses the pioneering work of Margaret Sanger, the research that led to an
effective oral contraceptive and to improvement of intrauterine devices. Separate
chapters describe contraception by male methods, abortion, new developments, and
world population problems. Comprehensive, informative, scientific in tone, the book
is carefully organized and written in a style that is dignified but not dry. A bibliog-
raphy and an index are appended.
Low, Joseph. Trust Reba; written and illus. by Joseph Low. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 36p. Trade
ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.72 net.
A fanciful animal story has light treatment but a serious theme, appreciation of
Ad others, and is illustrated with pictures, that have soft colors, vitality of line, and
4-6 interesting details of an old-fashioned country home. Reba the bear cannot talk, but
yrs. she shows affection and pleasure by her behavior, and she has earned the love and
trust of the family she lives with. Reba acts as servant to the family: sweeping,
washing clothes, rocking the new baby's cradle. When the family goes off to church
for the christening, leaving the table set for a feast, they tell Reba to guard it.
Swatting a bee, Reba spills the wine; when her people return she's sent away in
disgrace, but she returns to wash the tablecloth and when the family see this they
are ashamed of their rancor and make a loving fuss over her. The situation is believ-
able within the bounds of the fantasy but the denouement is weak; very occasionally
there is a discordant note, as when "each urged the others," while they were eating
wine-soaked food, " 'Try this! Like you never had it so good.' "
Macaulay, David. City; A Story of Roman Planning and Construction. Houghton, 1974. 112p.
illus. $7.95.
Like his impressive Cathedral, a Caldecott Honor Book of 1973, Macaulay's City
R is large in concept as well as size, profusely illustrated with fascinatingly detailed
6- drawings, and written with clarity and authority. City is both less cohesive and more
varied than the earlier book, since it describes not one building but a whole planned
community; it therefore includes more cultural details and may be valuable to stu-
dents of history as well as those interested in art or architecture. The text and
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illustrations are nicely integrated, describing the planning and building of a city
meant for a population of predestined size and varied occupations. Macaulay makes
a real contribution, and his books will probably appeal to younger children also,
those who may not understand every detail but can browse through the text and pore
over the pictures.
Mayne, William. The Yellow Airplane; illus. by Trevor Stubley. Nelson, 1974. 128p. $4.95.
Rodney, visiting his grandparents, was enchanted when a model plane landed in
R the garden and intimidated by the claims of a hostile girl, Maureen, that she'd seen it
3-5 first. The friends he made there, who called themselves the Bad Eggs, ostracized
Maureen, but the children were drawn together by their curiosity about a strange
roaring noise in the woods where they played, and as they came to know Maureen
they realized that she wasn't so bad. The airplane is really a minor incident in the
story; there is action enough in the small adventures of the children to hold a reader's
interest, but it is the writing style and dialogue that are more impressive. Mayne has a
rare ability to see from the viewpoint of the child while he remains outside the story
as a percipient observer of children.
Miles, Miska. Otter in the Cove; illus. by John Schoenherr. Little, 1974. 47p. $5.25.
This seems to be the Year of the Otter, but all of the other books have been
R nonfiction; in this story, Miska Miles effortlessly incorporates much of the informa-
3-5 tion about sea otters that is found in the factual books, and still manages to write a
convincing tale about a child's sensitivity. Maggie, whose father is an abalone
fisherman, knows that she must tell him that otters (voracious eaters) are in their
cove, but the small herd is so entertaining and one of them seems so tame that she is
heartbroken when her father says he must kill them. Maggie takes her father's gun
and shoots over the otters' heads to frighten them off; she is roundly scolded for
using a gun, but her action has made her father realize how important the creatures
are to her (he already knows his action would be illegal) and he spares the otters, to
Maggie's joy. Nicely written, nicely illustrated.
Ness, Evaline. Yeck Eck; written and illus. by Evaline Ness. Dutton, 1974. 34p. $5.95.
Tana is a small girl who wants, more than anything in the world, a real baby of her
Ad own to care for. She tries buying them ("Not for sale," say ten mothers, carrying signs
K-2 with that message, labelled 1-10); she asks her father to pick one up (no) and then
Tana decides to ask her friend Arnie (six smaller siblings; he gives her one) and gets
her baby. "Yeck eck," the baby had said, which clearly meant "Take me." After
collecting four babies, Tana finds a man who has collected fifteen, Mr. Doowell. Her
babies have so much fun at Mr. Doowell's house that they want to stay there, so
Tana reluctantly concludes that "Yeck eck" means something only a baby knows,
and resigns herself to the prospect of a pet. This is delightfully illustrated, and the
style is light and amusing, but the tall tale is not quite sharpened enough to be funny,
and the story has a rather weak ending.
O'Dell, Scott. Child of Fire. Houghton, 1974. 213p. $5.95.
The parole officer who tells the story, Delaney, is in Tijuana looking for Ernie
R Sierra when he sees another adolescent Chicano perform an act that is both brave
7-10 and foolhardy. Manuel Castillo, when Delaney drives him home, agrees to stop for
food-and it soon becomes clear that Manuel's deed was done to impress a girl, the
waitress in the restaurant. All that Delaney learns thereafter about Manuel corrobo-
rates his feeling that the boy is a gallant, a conquistadore born past his time: his
conduct as a gang member and a lover, his fierce pride in his once eminent family, his
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passionate insistence on justice. Manuel goes to sea, is jailed as a mutineer, escapes
and joins the grape-pickers who are protesting the advent of a machine that will take
away their jobs. He throws himself in front of the machine and meets his death in the
same way he threw himself before a bull the first time Delaney saw him. This is not
teen-age bravado but bravery, and Scott brings out-through Delaney's eyes-the
bittersweet quality of Manuel. O'Dell's artistry is evident in the unobtrusive way in
which Delaney establishes his own character and philosophy as he deals with Man-
uel and the other Chicano boys with whom he works, the consistency and distinc-
tiveness of the first-person style, and the smooth incorporation of such dramatic
events as a cockfight, a killing, the confrontation between gang members, and
bullfights.
Parsons, Virginia. Rainbow Rhymes. Golden Press, 1974. 24p. illus. (Golden Books) Trade
ed. $1.95; Goldencraft ed. $5.27.
A color-oriented collection of poems gives no reference to sources, but includes
M many familiar nursery rhymes and chants. The oversize pages are bordered with the
2-5 color to which the rhyme makes reference, so that the book may have some use for
yrs. the young child just learning colors; pages are grouped so that "I have a bonnet
trimmed with blue," "Little Boy Blue," "Little Blue Ben," and other poems can be
found in sequence. Occasionally the color reproduction is faulty, and the illustrations
tend to be sweetly sentimental and florid, but the book has some usefulness and many
of the rhymes, while available elsewhere, are fairly standard for the kindergarten and
pre-kindergarten audience.
Prather, Ray. No Trespassing. Macmillan, 1974. 31p. illus. $4.95.
Charlie, Jay, and Willie Jr. try to get through the hole in Miss Riley's fence (on
Ad which is inscribed "Miss Riley is a witch") and retrieve a ball. Miss Riley chases
2-3 them off, but the boys think of a way to outwit her. The plot is slight, the story told in
simple dialogue and attractively illustrated with clean-lined, attractive pictures show-
ing black children in a fairly affluent suburban or village neighborhood. The book has
the appeal of a familiar, everyday event but it lacks action or variation of pace.
Provensen, Alice. Our Animal Friends at Maple Hill Farm; by Alice and Martin Provensen.
Random House, 1974. 56p. illus. $3.95.
Surprise, surprise. How often does one find an oversize book with animal-filled
R pages and no story line at all that is fun to read? Well, here it is. All of the animals at
2-6 Maple Hill Farm have personalities, and they are described with humor in the cap-
yrs. tions for the several-to-many pictures on each page. For example, one of the two
Siamese cats is Willow, who is beautiful but not interesting. On a double-page spread
about the four cats, there are small pictures, each with a caption: "Eggnog is eating
an umbrella plant," and then, "Willow is not interested in umbrella plants." "Willow
is sitting still." "Willow is washing, although she is never dirty." Periodically, after
describing the vagaries of a group of animals, the authors say kindly "Oh, well, no
horse is perfect . . ." or "That's the trouble with geese, who otherwise are nearly
perfect," after divulging the fact that they are greedy, grabby, grouchy, etc. Even the
animals' names are fun. And the pictures are delightful: bright, lively, and drawn
with affectionate humor.
Reiss, John J. Shapes. Bradbury, 1974. 29p. illus. $5.95.
Absolutely luscious in its spectrum of vivid colors, this is one of the most attrac-
tive of the several books that present to young children examples of such shapes as
oval, circle, triangle, rectangle, and square. Reiss carries it a bit farther, showing
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R how squares form a cube, or circles a sphere, and he tosses in a few more complex
3-6 shapes at the close of the book to intrigue the audience: a hexagon, an octagon, a
yrs. pentagon. Examples of each shape are included; for rectangles, for example, there
are doors, wooden planks, and sticks of gum. Animals cavort among the shapes,
adding interest to the visual appeal and the clearly presented concepts.
Rinkoff, Barbara. Red Light Says Stop! illus. by Judith Hoffman Corwin. Lothrop, 1974. 35p.
Trade ed. $4.75; Library ed. $4.32 net.
A simplified but adequate discussion of the many ways in which one can communi-
Ad cate without speaking: body language, facial expression, signs and symbols, using
2-3 bells or traffic lights or foghorns, et cetera. Although designated by the publisher as a
read-aloud book, this is written in spare prose and the vocabulary is easy enough for
independent reading-it can, of course, also be used for reading aloud, but some of
the concepts (speaking of a code, for example, "Let numbers stand for letters, or one
letter stand for another, or spell all the words backward,") are fairly complicated for
the pre-reader. The style is dry, but the book can give children a good idea of the
varieties of methods of communication. The illustrations are static, at times expand-
ing the text, at other times (picturing a Japanese actor opposite a textual reference to
pantomime) being less than clarifying.
Robinson, Dorothy W. The Legend of Africania; illus. by Herbert Temple. Johnson, 1974.
29p. $4.50.
A story in folk style symbolizes the despoliation of Africa, the enslaving of her
M people, and the end of the bondage in which black men and women were exploited by
4-6 the greed of white men and in which they had tried to look and behave like white
men. Africania, daughter of the Sun and Earth, is the black and beautiful wife of
Prince Uhuru, the Prince of Freedom, chosen by "Mother Nature" to care for her
beautiful, rich land. Africania is stolen away by the greedy Takata, who comes from
a far off land, drugs Uhuru, kills animals, digs up the precious metals of Africa and
goes off with Africania. By the time Uhuru comes to rescue her, Africania has
covered herself with white paste, straightened her hair, learned to stop singing and
dancing in a way that shows her love of life. Rescued, she and her prince tell all those
who have become conformists that they are now free, so they begin to "change back
into their own true, very special selves." And again there is beauty in the world, the
beauty of the varieties in people. The illustrations are pedestrian, the idea of the
story strong but the writing style lacking the cadence of oral tradition; the message is
clear, but it overburdens the story as a narrative.
Rock, Gail. The House without a Christmas Tree; illus. by Charles C. Gehm. Knopf, 1974.
88p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
Adapted from a television program, a story about the communications gap be-
R tween a father and daughter is nicely balanced by ten-year-old Addie's affairs at
4-6 church and school and by her loving but candid descriptions of her grandmother.
Addie can't understand why Dad is so adamant about not having a tree (it's because
of his memory of the last Christmas with his dead wife) and she defiantly brings the
school tree home. Dad is furious, Addie miserable. During the night she takes the
tree to the home of a classmate who is poor, and leaves it on the porch. The ending is
TV-predictable: Dad buys a tree, gets out the old ornaments, and they talk about
Addie's mother for the first time. Grandma is a marvelous character, the class scenes
and the Christmas pageant are funny and convincing, and it is clear that the author is
wasted on script-writing, her natural forte is writing for children. Excellent realistic
pictures show costume details of the 1940's with felicity.
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Rockwell, Harlow. I Did It. Macmillan, 1974. 56p. illus. (Ready-to-Read Books). $4.95.
A how-to book for the beginning reader has big print, plenty of restful blank space
R and clean-lined drawings in shades of brown and green. Best of all, it has projects
1-2 that are truly simple, save for the last, breadmaking, and even that is broken down
into easy-to-follow instructions. The projects are varied: making a paper airplane,
writing a message in invisible ink, making a picture out of dried foods, making a
papier mache fish, making a paper bag mask, and baking bread. Good format, clear
instructions, and a variety of things to do.
Saito, Michiko. Jenny's Journey; story and illus. by Michiko Saito. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 45p.
$5.95.
Jenny's mother packs a picnic lunch for Jenny and her cat (sandwiches for Jenny, a
NR tuna fish salad for Shoe the cat) when they go off for a day in the woods. Shoe wears
K-2 two red shoes, discarded by Jenny's mother, on his hind paws and Jenny rides on his
back. They meet friendly animals and go to a concert where bears play tunes from
their hit records; then Jenny and all the animals go off to rescue nestlings thrown out
of fallen trees. They make new, ingenious nests; Shoe has contributed the red shoes
and is given four new shoes made of vine leaves. They go home and tell Jenny's
parents that they had a nice time. Animals always appeal, the rescuing of the baby
birds is commendable, and some of the story may seem amusing to a young audience,
but it is slight of plot, flat in writing style, and awkwardly illustrated.
Schick, Alice. Kongo and Kumba; Two Gorillas; pictures by Joseph Cellini. Dial, 1974. 82p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.58 net.
Alternate sections describe the first years of one gorilla's life in the wilds and of
R another's in captivity. While zoo-born Kumba is taken from her increasingly careless
3-5 mother and raised by attendants, Kongo is learning gorilla behavior from the adults
of his group. The writing is direct and informal, affectionate but not sentimental, and
the book shows clearly the meticulous care given by zoo personnel. Ms. Schick
points out that life in captivity is not preferable to the freedom and independence
enjoyed by gorillas in the mountain jungles but that, as men encroach on their
territory, the wild gorilla may disappear and the zoo gorillas be the last survivors of
this fierce-looking but gentle endangered species.
Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman. Morris Brookside Is Missing; illus. by Ronald Himler. Holiday
House, 1974. 29p. $3.95.
A sequel to Morris Brookside, A Dog (reviewed in the January, 1974 issue) has the
R same bland, ingenuous approach to people-pet relationships and the same affection-
K-3 ate tone. Here Morris is baffled when Mr. Brookside uses the dog's blanket to cover
his own legs, since he is chilly and his legs ache. Morris tries to snuggle on his
owner's lap, but that's bad with aching legs. Rebuffed, Morris disappears and the
Brooksides hunt anxiously, even calling the police. (The policewoman is a pleasant
character.) Found in the basement, Morris is at first tentative about a rapproche-
ment, but all ends in love and kisses. It isn't an impressive plot, but the style of
writing is easy and natural, and the story has warmth and a sweetness that stops far
short of sentimentality.
Shoemaker, Robert H. The Best in Baseball; rev. ed. T. Y. Crowell, 1974. 274p. $5.50.
Shoemaker skims the cream off baseball history with lively sketches of baseball
R greats, brought up to date since the 1962 edition. Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth lead the
5- procession, Steve Carlton and Johnny Bench end it. Not every great player is in-
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cluded, and some of the material went to press too soon to be up-to-the-minute, but
on the whole this is one of the best of the collective biographies about baseball
players, enthusiastic rather than adulatory, and it gives a good overview of the game.
An extensive index is appended.
Showers, Paul. Sleep Is for Everyone; illus. by Wendy Watson. T. Y. Crowell, 1974. 33p.
(Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Books). $3.95.
One of the most adept and dependable contributors to a series notable for the
R succinct treatment of limited areas of information, Paul Showers writes with simplic-
1-3 ity and smoothness about an intricate subject. His text discusses the ways in which
different forms of living things sleep, the fact that people need sleep and that their
behavior becomes aberrant when they feel that need strongly, and that the amount of
sleep needed varies among individuals. The illustrations are attractive, adding humor
especially to a description of an experiment in which four scientists stayed awake as
long as they could. Nicely done.
Thomson, Peggy. On Reading Palms; illus. by Dale Payson. Prentice-Hall, 1974. 71p. $4.95.
One needn't believe in the validity of palmistry to know that it's the kind of subject
R that young readers find intriguing. Here the simply written text and many illustra-
4-7 tions describe each aspect of palm-reading: length of digits, shape of nails, shape of
hand, palmprints, etc. The writing is occasionally ungrammatical: "The unique rela-
tionship between your headline and heartline tell you something." While the tone is
flatly assertive, its confidence will not offend those who believe or are open-minded;
those who think palmistry nonsense will probably not read the book. Some hand-
prints at the close of the book enable the reader to practice analysis; an index is
appended.
Ungerer, Tomi. Allumette. Parents' Magazine, 1974. 30p. illus. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed.
$4.59 net.
A pseudo-Christmas story in which the message (share the wealth) overwhelms
M the medium. Subtitled "A fable, with due respect to Hans Christian Andersen, the
K-3 Grimm Brothers, and the Honorable Ambrose Bierce," this is the story of a poor
little match girl, alone and starving at Christmas, who prays that she may live, or live
long enough to have a taste of cake or turkey. The heavens open with a flash and a
thunderclap, and lavish amounts of food fall all around the starving, freezing, weak,
lonely child. A second flash: blankets, a tricycle, furniture, more food, plumbing.
The baker who had turned Allumette away from his shop window trembles in his
greed and is submerged-but the crippled, jobless, poor, sick, blind (etc.) emerge
from their hovels to share in the largesse. The mayor is furious and calls on the
army-but they find only a child doling out food to a well-behaved crowd. Publicity
and kindness give added impetus to the new movement, and Allumette's volunteers
soon are at work wherever there is "famine, fire, flood or war," and she grows up to
head her "own Matchless Light of the World Foundation." The message is worthy,
but it overburdens the picture book format; ingenious as the illustrations are, they do
little to alleviate the matchless gloom of the story.
Veglahn, Nancy. The Vandals of Treason House; illus. by Marilyn Miller. Houghton, 1974.
158p. $4.95.
Four children who have participated in vandalizing a deserted house and have
Ad been caught are sentenced to hard labor: a hundred hours each of cleaning the house
4-6 under the direction of its owner, an elderly and solitary man who lives nearby.
Grumbling, the sixth graders begin their chores and find that they have become
interested in the house's history. They approach a representative of the local Histor-
[70]
ical Society, Mrs. Frothingham, who disdains them; they appeal to other members to
save the house and preserve it as a colonial landmark. Due in part to the research
done by one of the children, the age and history of the house are validated. The plot
is adequately structured, the unraveling of historical material interesting, the charac-
terization minimal; the book may stimulate interest in architectural landmarks and it
does demonstrate initiative and cooperation, but it is weakened by the slight story
line-it's really a situation with changing clues rather than much action-and the fact
that the historical details about the house almost obscure in interest the details about
the children's campaign.
Vigna, Judith. Gregory's Stitches; written and illus. by Judith Vigna. Whitman, 1974. 30p.
Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $2.44 net.
A wounded warrior always assumes importance on the jungle gym, and Gregory's
Ad six stitches prove a hot news item. Having fallen off his bike and been sewn up,
K-2 Gregory is seen leaving the doctor's office by a friend who immediately spreads the
news; the story grows until it seems that "he saved his parents from being killed by
some man-eating lions at the zoo," and all the younger set rushes off to Gregory's
house to offer condolences. Last picture: a beaming boy thinking, "And getting
stitches didn't seem so terrible after all." The story is not flawless (literal children
may want to know how the friend knew the number of stitches) but the exaggeration
of rumor is amusing, the style is blithe, and the illustrations have a dash and vigor
that is reminiscent of Slobodkin's work.
Walker, Alice. Langston Hughes, American Poet; illus. by Don Miller. T. Y. Crowell, 1974.
33p. $3.95.
A simply written biography that is sympathetic but not adulatory begins in the
R poet's sixth year, with the dramatic episode of a visit to his father in Mexico and his
2-4 mother's decision, experiencing an earthquake, that she will continue to live in the
United States without her husband. The author, who knew and revered Hughes,
describes most of the incidents that are in other biographies, but she includes a
candid assessment of the poet's bitter, biased father that is not usually found in books
about Hughes written for children. The illustrations are adequate, the biography as
substantial as one for the primary grades reader can be.
Wheeler, Ruth Lellah. Bright Sunset; The Story of an Indian Girl; illus. by Dorothy Matte-
son. Lothrop, 1974. 125p. Trade ed. $5.50; Library ed. $4.81 net.
A story based on talks given by a California Indian, Selena LaMarr, on the cultural
Ad patterns of her ancestors, also incorporates some of Mrs. LaMarr's memories of her
4-5 own childhood. Bright Sunset is perturbed by the prospect of having to do the
girl-dance, the ceremony that marks the end of childhood. She knows she is strong
enough to dance for the required five nights, but she has seen older friends being
laughed at while they dance. There is one alternative, but Bright Sunset is not sure
that she can face it: spending a night alone on a mountaintop. The story ends with
Bright Sunset's night-long vigil alone, a test she has set herself to see if she has the
courage-and she has. The story line is weak, but there is enough incidental action to
give the book some vitality; the cultural details are authentic and interesting, but the
story is almost submerged in these details.
Whitney, Thomas P., tr. Marko the Rich and Vasily the Unlucky; tr. from the collection of
Afanasiev; illus. by Igor Galanin. Macmillan, 1974. 32p. $5.95.
Vivid illustrations by a noted Russian illustrator of children's books add vitality to
Ad a Russian folk tale that incorporates several familiar components: the infant spared
K-2 after being abandoned to die, the maiden who helps a youth confronting a ferocious
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foe, the schemer outwitted, the three answers to conundrums, the happy inheritor of
"princess and kingdom." Vasily is not unlucky at all, spared as he is-time after
time-from the machinations of the wealthy Marko, who has heard a prophecy that
the boy will inherit his wealth. Vasily marries Marko's beautiful daughter, who has
cared for him since she was a small child and he an infant, and they live happily ever
after, their generosity as ample as their wealth. The vocabulary and the length of the
story are rather more mature than the indicated audience for a picture book format,
but there's undeniable appeal in a tale so filled with incident, and the illustrations are
richly colorful.
Williams, Jay. Danny Dunn, Invisible Boy; by Jay Williams and Raymond Abrashkin; illus.
by Paul Sagsoorian. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 154p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.72
net.
The latest Danny Dunn story is another palatable mixture of science, fantasy,
R humor, and realism. When Danny's mentor, Professor Bullfinch, invents an Invisi-
4-6 bility Simulator, Danny finds that he can sit in the laboratory and still be projected
into another place. That is how he learns about a classmate's cheating and also how
he and the professor are able to prod the culprit into a confession; that's how he
solves the problem of what to do when the government steps in to commandeer the
machine. There are a few serious themes (invasion of privacy, sex equality) but the
whole is light and humorous, a practiced blend of everyday affairs and pseudo-
science, with a drop of Tom-Swiftish boy hero.
Wiseman, Bernard. Morris and Boris; Three Stories; written and illus. by Bernard Wiseman.
Dodd, 1974. 64p. $3.95.
What is more exasperating than telling a riddle and having a listener interrupt or
Ad beat you to the punch line? Boris the Bear is increasingly irritated as Morris the
1-3 Moose refuses to play the straight man. As Boris goes off angrily, Morris decides
that his friend just doesn't like riddles. That's the first of three stories for the begin-
ning independent reader. In the second tale, Boris tries tongue-twisters; Morris again
befuddles everything. Story 3: Morris spoils a game. A friendly bird comments that
Morris can do one thing, "He can make you angry!" This strikes all three as funny,
and the book ends on a note of rapport. The cartoon-style pictures are repetitive and
the text really is one extended gag-but it is the sort of silly humor that young
children find uproariously funny, and it's an inducement to reading.
Wrightson, Patricia. The Nargun and the Stars. Atheneum, 1974. 184p. $5.50.
A particularly deft meshing of fantasy and reality is set in a remote Australian
R region where orphaned Simon has come to stay with elderly cousins. Charlie and
5-7 Edie are brother and sister, and Simon feels no affection for them or pleasure in the
countryside-until he finds the swamp where a mischievous water creature, the
Potkoorok, lives. Then he discovers the Nargun, an ancient, ponderous creature
born of fire, a thing of stone that periodically kills. Simon blurts out this story to
Charlie and Edie and finds that they too have met the Potkoorok and the elfin
Turongs and Nyols (who appeared in An Older Kind of Magic) and believe his
account of the Nargun. Threatened by the Nargun, the three work with the friendly
spirits to frighten the beast by the one means they know it dreads-vibrations in the
earth. Characterization and the relationship between the boy and the adults are
superb and are effected with remarkable economy; the setting is intriguing, the magic
creatures convincing. The story is slow-starting, but it has a dignified momentum, a
vivid evocation of mood, enough suspense to sustain those passages that do not
forward the action, and a polished style of writing.
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